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Just A Kid From The Southside

71st, Emmett Till Road in Chicago, was a part of my childhood. I passed 71st each day as it
bordered my elementary school. I was constantly reminded of who Emmett was,  he was just like
me, a black boy who grew up on the Southside of Chicago. I listened to the stories of my family
members reminiscing where they were when they heard about Emmett’s death. “You heard about
that boy” said the neighborhood kids. Enraged youth formed groups that wanted to go to Mississippi
to seek revenge. The tragedy of Emmett Till was a call to activism for my Grandmother who along
with my Grandfather raised six children on the Southside. She understood that because of Emmett
more had to be done to protect her children. Many people within the community began to organize
more around how to better protect each other and ensure that what happened to Emmett would not
happen again. The legacy of Emmett Till will live through the Southside of Chicago forever.
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AMIR GEORGE

AMIR GEORGE is a filmmaker and curator, based in Chicago. George is a programmer at
True/False Film Fest and cofounder of  Black Radical Imagination with Curator Erin Christovale. As
an artist, George creates spiritual stories, juxtaposing sound and image into an experience of 
non-linear perception. George’s films have screened at institutions and film festivals including
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Institute of Contemporary Arts, London, Anthology
Film Archives, Glasgow School of Art, Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Ann Arbor Film
Festival, Trinidad and Tobago International Film Festival, BlackStar Film Festival, Afrikana Film
Festival, and Chicago Underground Film Festival, among others.


